Saint Michael Church
Est. 1889

The First Italian Parish In Connecticut
Pastor: Rev. Robert P. Roy
Deacon: Norman Singer
Parish Office
9:00am - 1:00pm Monday - Friday
203-562-7178
203-752-0157 fax
smc1889@att.net
stmichaelwoostersquare.org
Weekday and Weekend Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:00am
Saturday vigil—4:00 p.m. Sunday—9:30 a.m.
No mass on Wednesday’s (only during Lent)
Holy Days: 8:00am, 12:10pm, 5:30pm
Confessions: Saturday 3:00pm to 3:30pm

Our Mission Statement
Our parish is open to all people who seek to give
glory to God through the centrality of Jesus Christ in
the Eucharist and in sharing the gifts and traditions
of the Roman Catholic faith. Enlivened by the Holy
Spirit, we strive to create a vibrant, welcoming faith
community for worship, education and outreach to
our neighbors, community, and the Southern Italian
Religious Societies through the Lordship of our
Savior Jesus Christ.

29 Wooster Place, New Haven, CT

The Church of Saint Michael

New Haven, Connecticut
Pentecost Sunday
May 31, 2020
Pentecost Sunday celebrates the gift of the Holy Spirit. The
faith and unity present in our Christian communities today is
made possible by the gift of the Holy Spirit.

ALL WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS
HAVE BEEN
RESCHEDULED FOR 2021
TO RESCHEDULE WEEKDAY MASSES,
CALL THE CHURCH ONCE MASSES
HAVE RESUMED.

In remembrance of those who died,
Edith Alfano, Frank Fraulo
& Germanus McDermott
May they rest in peace.

Sanctuary Lamp
Sunday, May 31, 2020
In Memory of
Charles Pisecki
Weekend of May 24, 2020
Weekly Collection $993.00

4:00 p.m. Mass Live
Watch the 4:00 p.m. mass live on our Facebook
page: St. Michael Church Wooster Square New
Haven or if you miss the mass you can watch it on
our You Tube channel: St. Michael Church
Wooster Square.

Food Bank – Each week there is a box in the rectory
entrance to receive donations of non-perishable foods
that are brought to the Saint Ann Church Food Bank
in Hamden. (PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE OPEN
AND EXPIRED FOOD). Your donation of these
items are appreciated greatly by those who receive
them. Please consider bringing one or two nonperishable items per month as a way of fulfilling the
Corporal Work of Mercy, To Feed the Hungry.

The First Reading, from Acts, narrates the initial events
associated with the descent of the Holy Spirit onto the apostles,
Luke foreshadowed this with the words of John the Baptist: “I
am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than I is
coming...He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”
The association of the image of fire with the Holy Spirit is
significant. In the Old Testament, fire symbolizes God’s
presence in the covenant at Mount Sinai. In the New
Testament, fire symbolizes the transformative power of the
Holy Spirit. As the fire came to rest on the Apostles, “they were
all filled with the Holy Spirit,” transforming them and enabling
them to proclaim the resurrected Christ to the large crowds
gathered in Jerusalem.
We hear in the Second Reading, from Paul, how the presence of
the Holy Spirit brought the gift of faith and unity to the
newborn Church. Paul tells the Christian community in Corinth
that no one professes in faith that “Jesus is Lord’ without the
Holy Spirit. It is this common profession of faith that unites and
benefits the community: “To each individual the manifestation
of the Spirit is given for some benefit.”
In the Gospel reading from John, we hear how Jesus , before
Pentecost Sunday, gave the disciples the gift of the Holy Spirit.
The resurrected Christ “came and stood in their midst” and
spoke to them, saying, “Peace be with you.” Then Jesus
breathed on them, saying, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” From the
beginning the peace of the community was linked to the
presence of the Holy Spirit.

As we face this unpresented worldwide pandemic, by
practice social distancing, as a community of people and of
faith, may we always keep in mind that we are all in this
together and that we need to be there for one another and to
support one another and it is no different with St. Michael’s.
We are here for you! We need to stay in touch and
connected. The weekly bulletin along with other
information
is
available
on
our
web
site,
stmichaelwoostersquare.org, on our Facebook page (St.
Michael Church Wooster Square New Haven, CT) or on You
Tube (St. Michael Church Wooster Square). You can always
contact us by phone at 203-562-7178 or via email
smc1889@att.org
Realizing that the Coronavirus has affected us in many
ways, even financially, I would like to express my sincere
appreciation and gratitude to all the parishioners of St.
Michael’s Church who have remembered St. Michael’s
financially by mailing or dropping off your weekly
envelopes.

Pentecost Sunday

May 31, 2020
PENTECOST SUNDAY

“When the day of Pentecost came it found them, [the apostles and Mary the mother of Jesus…]
gathered in one place [in the upper room] in prayer. Suddenly from up in the sky there came a noise
like a strong, driving wind which was heard all through the house where they were seated. Tongues
as of fire appeared which parted and came to rest on each of them. All were filled with the Holy
Spirit. They began to express themselves in foreign tongues and make bold proclamations as the
Spirit prompted them… Though many [other people] were gathered in Jerusalem, [people from
different countries] each of them heard them [the apostles] speaking in his own tongue about the
marvels God has accomplished.” This quote from the Acts of the Apostles as found in The St.
Joseph’s Edition of The New American Bible, Catholic Book Pub., Co., New York 1970, page 142.
Even though we, as members of the Catholic Church, Catholic meaning universal, are a diverse community, from
different cultures, speaking different languages, worshiping in churches that our ancestors built when they first came to
this country, I think that we can easily forget that we are first and foremost the people of God professing that “there is one
Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all, and works through all, and is in all.” Eph. 4:5-6.
Our oneness comes from the fact that we share and believe in one faith, that we share in believe in the One Eucharist, the
one bread. Though we are many, we are all one in Christ. I mention this on Pentecost because we have a tendency to let a
building interfere with the oneness of faith that we should share as Catholics instead of the oneness of Spirit that we have
all received in our baptism and the Confirmation our oneness in Christ Jesus.
In the Acts of the Apostles, the action of the Holy Spirit is described as, “And suddenly there came from the sky a noise
like a strong driving wind, and it filled the entire house in which they were gathered.” The wind is a powerful source of
energy. Its power can be harnessed to produce electricity, or its force can be used to move a huge ship across the waters.
You might say that the power of the wind is so strong that it not only possesses the strength and the energy to push things
forward, it also can make things happen.
That is what happened on that first Pentecost many centuries ago. The power and the force of the Holy Spirit (the “strong
driving wind,”) enabled that small band of disciples who were initially afraid “hiding behind locked doors, for fear” to go
out and proclaim the Good News of what God had done for us in Jesus Christ. The wind of the Holy Spirit caused them to
move, it pushed them forward, and it set their hearts on fire with the love of God, which caused a great change not only in
their own personal lives, their relationship with Jesus, but also throughout the world.
We too have received that same power. We too have received within our lives that strong driving force which is the Holy
Spirit. Long before “Star Wars” ever became popular and introduced the phrase, “The force be with you,” we as Christian
had been given a great power for good, a great “force”, which no “dark side” can ever overcome. We too have received
the gift of the Holy Spirit.
While we do receive the Holy Spirit in Baptism, it is in the Sacrament of Confirmation wherein we received the fullness of
God’s spirit. It is not a lesser spirit or a different spirit that we receive, but rather the same true gift of the Spirit; the same
gift of the Holy Spirit that was first given to the apostles of Jesus on that first Pentecost many centuries ago. The “force”
of the Holy Spirit “is with us” and is living within us. The problem is not necessarily with the gift itself, but rather
sometimes the problem lies with the receiver of the gift. As with any gift that is given to us, we have a choice to make. We
can take advantage of the generosity of the giver and use the gift that is given to us in an appropriate way, we can use it
the way that it was meant to be used, or we can ignore the gift and leave it hiding in a closet somewhere else never to be
seen or used at all.
On this Pentecost Sunday, let us ask ourselves, “To what extent is the ‘fire of the Holy Spirit,’ the gift of the Holy Spirit
which I received in Baptism and in Confirmation, alive in my heart and my community?” To what extent do I allow the
force of the Holy Spirit to guide my life? Am I proclaiming the message of Jesus Christ, to others with my life? Am I
giving of my gifts, time, talents and energies for the building up of my community, my parish, the kingdom of God on
earth? How is the force of the Holy Spirit with me? How is the force of the Holy Spirit being manifested within my life?
In the end, the Gift of the Holy Spirit not only changed the apostles’ lives forever, but it also caused them to go out to all
nations and proclaim the good news which change the world. In our narrative in the Acts of the Apostles we read, “they
spoke in many different tongues proclaiming the might acts of God.” How about us? Do we do the same! “Proclaim the
might acts of God.”

Fr. Roy

HOW TO REPORT AN INCIDENT OF
SEXUAL ABUSE TO THE
ARCHDIOCESE OF HARTFORD
If you have knowledge or suspect that a minor or vulnerable adult (an adult with an intellectual disability) has been sexually
abused, in any manner, by personnel of the Archdiocese of Hartford, you are urged to report this information to:
Kathleen D. Nowosadko, Victim Assistance
Coordinator at 860-541-6475, or
kathleen.nowosadko@aohct.org
In addition, you will be asked to follow up in writing with a detailed description of the facts involved in the incident.
Specifics of this written report can be found in the Policies and Procedures of the Archdiocese of Hartford Relating to
Allegations of Sexual Misconduct Involving Minors and Vulnerable Adults. This document is also available online at
www.archdioceseofhartford.org. The Archdiocese of Hartford will report any and all incidents to the proper civil
authorities.

Mandated reporters in the State of Connecticut are required by law to report any incident of sexual abuse involving a minor
or vulnerable adult. We encourage any Non-Mandated persons to report such incidents to the proper authorities as well. We
support your right to do so.
Incidents involving sexual abuse of minors (persons under the age of 18) should be reported to: State Department of
Children and Families Care-line 1-800-842-2288.
Incidents involving sexual abuse of vulnerable adults aged 18 – 59 should be reported to the: Abuse investigations Division
of the Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities 1-800-842-7303.
Incidents involving sexual abuse of vulnerable adults aged 60 and over should be reported to: Department of Social Services
for the Elderly 1-888-385-4225.
Once a written report of an incident of sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult has been received, an investigation will
be undertaken by, or on behalf of, the Archdiocese of Hartford.

On Line Giving
Realizing that the Coronavirus has affected us in many ways, even financially, I would like to express my sincere
appreciation and gratitude to all the parishioners of St. Michaels’s Church who have remembered St. Michael financially
by mailing or dropping off your weekly envelopes. We now offer on-line giving through our website,
StMichaelWoosterSquare.org, under the Parish Life tab.

Please mail me/us a registration form for Saint
Michael Church
Name _________________________________
Address _______________________________
___________________________________
Telephone No.____________________________
Send this request to:
Saint Michael Church Office:
29 Wooster Place
New Haven, CT 06511
Or place in offertory basket.

Readings for the week of May 31, 2020
Sunday: Vigil: Genesis 11:1-9 or Exodus 19:3-8a,
16-20b or Ezekiel 37:1-14 or Joel 3:1-5;
Romans 8:22-27; John 7:37-39. Extended Vigil:
Genesis 11:1-9; Exodus 19:3-8a, 16-20b; Daniel
3:52, 53, 55, 56 [52b] or Ezekiel 37:1-14; Romans
8:22-27; John 7:37-39. Day: Acts 2:1-11; 1
Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13; John 20:19-23
Monday: Genesis 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14; John
19:25-34
Tuesday: 2 Peter 3:12-15a, 17-18; Mark 12:
13-17
Wednesday: 2 Timothy 1:1-3, 6-12; Mark 12:
18-27
Thursday: 2 Timothy 2:8-15; Mark 12:28-34
Friday: 2 Timothy 3:10-17; Mark 12:35-37
Saturday: 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Mark 12:38-44

From the Twitter Account of
Pope Francis
Prayer liberates us from our instinct
toward violence. It is a gaze
directed toward God, so that He
might take care of the human heart.

VOCATION REFLECTIONS
May 31st – Pentecost Sunday

Jesus said, “My appointed time draws near”. Blest
are they who come in the name of the Lord! Am I
being called to proclaim Jesus as through
priesthood? Contact Fr. Michael Casey, Director
of Vocations, Pastoral Center, phone 860-7617456, e-mail vocations@aohct.org or visit the web
at www.hartfordpriest.com.

