Saint Michael Church
Est. 1889

The First Italian Parish In Connecticut
Pastor: Rev. Robert P. Roy
Deacon: Norman Singer
Parish Office
9:00am - 1:00pm Monday - Friday
203-562-7178
203-752-0157 fax
smc1889@att.net
stmichaelwoostersquare.org
Weekday and Weekend Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:00am
Saturday vigil—4:00 p.m. Sunday—9:30 a.m.
No mass on Wednesday’s (only during Lent)
Holy Days: 8:00am, 12:10pm, 5:30pm
Confessions: Saturday 3:00pm to 3:30pm

Our Mission Statement
Our parish is open to all people who seek to give
glory to God through the centrality of Jesus Christ in
the Eucharist and in sharing the gifts and traditions
of the Roman Catholic faith. Enlivened by the Holy
Spirit, we strive to create a vibrant, welcoming faith
community for worship, education and outreach to
our neighbors, community, and the Southern Italian
Religious Societies through the Lordship of our
Savior Jesus Christ.

29 Wooster Place, New Haven, CT

The Church of Saint Michael

New Haven, Connecticut
Palm Sunday of the
Passion of the Lord
March 28, 2021

Saturday, March 27th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Louis Amendola, req. by Nick &
Therese Incarnato
Sunday, March 28th, Palm Sunday
9:30 a.m. - Dominic Scoppetto, req. by Scoppetto
family
Monday, March 29th, Holy Week
8:00 a.m. – Special Intention
Tuesday, March 30th, Holy Week
8:00 a.m. Wednesday, March 31st, Holy Week
12:10 p.m. - Wayne Goodrich, req.by Nick & Lena
Onofrio & family
Thursday, April 1st, Holy Thursday
7:00 p.m.– NO MASS INTENTION
Friday, April 2nd, Good Friday
3:00 p.m. - Celebration of the Passion
7:00 p.m. - Stations of the Cross
Saturday, April 3rd, Vigil of the Resurrection of
the Lord
8:00 p.m. - Easter Vigil
Sunday, April 4th, Easter Sunday
9:30 a.m. - Community Mass

Sanctuary Lamp
Sunday, March 28, 2021
In Memory of
Steve Valente
In remembrance of those who died,
Angelina Gambardella
May she rest in peace.

Weekend of March 21, 2021
Weekly Collection $ 1362.00
One Collection This Week
Weekly Collection
Two Collections Next Week
Weekly Collection
Easter Flowers & Palms

Despite his apparently dispassionate reporting style, Mark
gives an intensely theological portrayal of Jesus, inspired by
the figure of the suffering servant, who “did not come to be
served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for
many.” The focus of Mark’s passion story is the crowning
of the King. Because Jesus’ coronation takes place through
suffering, the story is unrelentingly ironic. Jesus’ subjects
flee; his court repudiates him; the state condemns him;
soldiers pay mock homage with crown and cloak; his royal
title sits atop the instrument of execution; his enthronement
as Son of God occurs only at the moment of his death.
Paul’s letter to the Philippians contains an early Christian
hymn, already widely used in Paul’s time, only thirty years
after Jesus’ crucifixion. Its theology of the passion unfolds
in a sequence: (1) Christ begins in glory, equal with God,
referring either to his divinity or perhaps to his perfect
humanity in God’s image; (2) he descends to a humiliating
salve’s death on the cross; (3) then, because he “humbled
himself.” God lifts him up again to unimaginable glory.
The prophet’s ancient words poetically convey the inner
experience of the suffering servant, personifying the
narrative of Mark and the theological structure of Paul. The
anonymous writer composed four “servant songs”, perhaps
based on the life of Jeremiah; this is a portion of the third
song. The servant speaks in the first person, reflecting on the
certainty of his mission and the strength he receives form the
Lord. Jesus quoted and alluded to many Old Testament
themes and figures to interpret his mission. But he especially
adopted and fulfilled the persona of the suffering servant as
a key to his passion. In this mysterious figure, we come
close to Jesus’ inner life and the meaning that he gave to his
work.
Readings for the week of March 28, 2021
Sunday: Mark 11:1-10 or John 12:12-16; Isaiah
50:4-7; Philippians 2:6-11; Mark 14:1—15:47 or 15:
1-39
Monday: Isaiah 42:1-7; John 12:1-11
Tuesday: Isaiah 49:1-6; John 13:21-33, 36-38
Wednesday: Isaiah 50:4-9a; Matthew 26:14-25
Thursday: Chrism Mass: Isaiah 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9;
Revelation 1:5-8; Luke 4:16-21
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper: Exodus 12:1-8,
11-14; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-15
Friday: Isaiah 52:13—53:12; Hebrews 4:14-16;
5:7-9; John 18:1—19:42
Saturday: Vigil: Genesis 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a;
Genesis 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18;
Exodus 14:15—15:1; Exodus 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 1718 [1b]; Isaiah 54:5-14; Isaiah 55:1-11; Isaiah
12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [3]; Baruch 3:9-15, 32—4:4; Ezekiel
36:16-17a, 18-28; Romans 6:3-11; Mark 16:1-7

PASTORAL REFLECTIONS
The stage is set. The drama begins to unfold! The greatest love story in the history of the world will
be relived in these coming days. It is the love story of a God who refused to abandon His children to
sin and death, the God who just would not let go! This is the story of the Week that is called Holy!
It begins with the donkey pageantry of Palm Sunday, the crowds weaving palm branches with great
joy and enthusiasm of He who comes in the name of the Lord and it winds through a week of fire and
passion. We see the loud hosannas of a Palm Sunday give way to the cry: “Crucify Him! Crucify
Him!” on that dark Friday that we call Good. But all this hype and tragedy will culminate at the empty tomb on Easter
Sunday Morning when angels will say to the women who came to the tomb: “Why do you seek the living among the dead?”
It is indeed a week of fire and passion…it is the week that has been called Holy for centuries.
Who would have ever thought, that one year ago, with the spread of the Coronavirus, that our churches would be closed not
only for regular weekend Masses but also for the celebrations of the most Holiest Week in of all Christendom, the Sacred
Paschal Triduum, Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday with its Great Easter Vigil. With our vigilance, and the
practice of safety protocols, and the vaccines, even though we are not completely out of the woods yet, we are now able
once again to celebrate the great mysteries of our faith this year but with some slight variations.
Palm Sunday – simple entrance no procession. Blessing of palms takes place outside of Mass.
Holy Thursday – evening Mass with no washing of feet, no procession with the Blessed Sacrament at the end of Mass and
the Blessed Sacrament is to be kept in the tabernacle.
Good Friday – simple reading of the Passion not in parts. Veneration of the Cross by a profound bow or genuflection. No
kissing or touching of the cross.
Easter Vigil – Not lighting of the new fire, no procession with the Easter Candle.
HOLY THURSDAY: On the night before He died for us, Jesus gave us a final example of His great love for us. He gave us
the great gift of the Eucharist. In this gift of Total Self, Jesus gives us His Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity, to be celebrated
as a perpetual institution, of His suffering, death and resurrection as a means that would continue His loving and saving
presence among us until he comes again in glory at the end of time. He gave His disciples the gift of priesthood and the
example of service in the washing of the feet…two powerful realities in order that the Eucharist may be celebrated for all
time. For as St. John Paul II reminds us, “the Eucharist is dependent on the priesthood and the priesthood is dependent on
the Eucharist.” As St. Paul says, “When we eat His, (Jesus’) body and drink His blood, we proclaim the death of the Lord
until He comes again.”
GOOD FRIDAY: The day Christ died for you and for me…the day the angels were silent! The day when the sky was
darkened and the curtain in the Temple was split in two. The day when Jesus, in complete submission to the will of His
Heavenly Father cries out “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit” and with that he bows his head and died. Jesus
Himself said, “No grater act of love than to lay down one’s life for another.” When we see Jesus on the cross, it should
remind us of how much God loves us, He gave His life for us. As St. John’s proclaims in his gospel, “For God so loved the
world that He gave His Only Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”
HOLY SATURDAY: The day of the long wait! The great Easter Vigil is the holiest night of the year…the night when
Christ triumphed over the powers of death and darkness…it is our night! It is in this night, wherein our liturgy of the word,
we recount God’s creating love and how after God was done with all His creating work “God looked upon all He had made
and said it was very good.” We recall to mind how God, through His servant Moses, by the sacrificing of the Pascal Lamb
and through the waters the Red Sea, saved the chosen people of Israel from slavery and death in Egypt. We hear through the
Prophet Ezekiel how the “Lord will sprinkle clean water upon us to cleanse is form all our impurities, giving us new hearts
and placing his spirit within us that He may be our God and we may be His people.” The Blessing of the Easter, Pascal,
Cancel and the Holy Water are stark reminders that Jesus, has truly risen form the grave, he has overcome our greatest
enemies which are sin and death and that it is in and through our baptism, through the sprinkling of holy water, that we
become sharers in this divine mysteries, sharers in the very life of God. As St Paul says, “If we have died with Christ then
we shall rise with Him to newness of life.”
In these times of much uncertainty, doubt, confusion and sadness, may we continue to pray for and to watch out for each
other mindful that we all in this together and that we will get through this together with the help and grace of God. During
this most Holy of Weeks, may our faith in Jesus Christ be a source of strengthen, consolation and hope for all of us for as St
Paul reminds us “to keep and to fix our attention on the Lord Jesus who it the author and perfecter of our faith.” For as Jesus
tell us “He has overcome the world.” So, during this Holy Week, even though we recall the sufferings of Jesus, our faith
and hope are centered and focused on Jesus’ triumphal victory.
Have a Blessed Holy Week!
Fr. Roy

Palm Sunday

Holy Week Schedule
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
Hosanna, blessed is He who comes in the
name of the Lord
HOLY THURSDAY
As I have done, so you must do
7:00 PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Followed by Adoration until 9:00 PM
GOOD FRIDAY
In your hands Lord, I commend my spirit
3:00 PM Celebration of the Lord’s
Passion and Death
7:00 PM Stations of the Cross

March 28, 2021
From the Twitter Account of
Pope Francis
How many times have we told the
Lord: “Lord, I will come to
you later... I can’t come today.
Tomorrow I will begin to pray and
do something for others”. In this
life, we will always have things to
do and excuses to offer, but right
now is the time to return to God.

Question of the Week

HOLY SATURDAY
Christ our Light – Thanks be to God
Confession, Saturday April 3, 2021
10:00 AM to 11:30 AM
NO 4:00 PM Mass
8:00 PM Great Vigil of Easter

What cross do I find difficult to shoulder myself?
Whose burden have I been unwilling to share? How
can I help someone else and/or allow myself to be
helped?

EASTER SUNDAY
The Lord is Risen, Alleluia
9:30 AM Solemn Mass of the Lord’s Resurrection

Sunday, March 28, Palm Sunday:

The Parish office will be closed on Friday April
2nd, 2021, in observance of Good Friday. The
office will reopen on Monday, April 4, 2021.
Food Bank – Each week there is a box in the rectory
entrance to receive donations of non-perishable foods
that are brought to the Saint Ann Church Food Bank
in Hamden. (PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE OPEN
AND EXPIRED FOOD). Your donation of these
items are appreciated greatly by those who receive
them. Please consider bringing one or two nonperishable items per month as a way of fulfilling the
Corporal Work of Mercy, To Feed the Hungry.

VOCATION REFLECTIONS

Blest are they who come in the name of the Lord.
Are you being called to serve the Lord as a priest?
Come and see. Contact Father Michael Casey,
Director of Vocations, 860-761-7456, email
vocations@aohct.org, or visit the web at
hartfordpriest.com.

Easter Flowers
Remember your loved ones with a memorial of
flowers as we beautify our church this Easter.
List the names of those to be remembered and
enclose it with your donation. $10.00 PER NAME
In memory of: ____________________________

On Line Giving

_________________________________________

Realizing that the Coronavirus has affected us in
many ways, even financially, I would like to express
my sincere appreciation and gratitude to all the
parishioners of St. Michaels’s Church who have
remembered St. Michael financially by mailing or
dropping off your weekly envelopes. We now offer
on-line
giving
through
our
website,
StMichaelWoosterSquare.org, under the Parish Life
tab.

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Requested by: _____________________________
Telephone number: ________________________

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion
March 28, 2021
As we celebrate Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion,
we are reminded that Lent is coming to close and the
Resurrection is nearing. In one week, we will
celebrate Easter Sunday. Pray that the Lord allow you
to accompany him serenely during these Easter
mysteries and you may emerge from them renewed in
faith, hope and charity.
Meet Me in the Desert
Lord of Lent, Lord of Easter, As you went into the
desert So do I follow Putting aside that which distracts
me Grabs at me Falsely claims me. To search inside
To confront myself My best, my worst My good
works and my sins.
And each time, I find you there To call to me again
With words of challenge and words of mercy.
And as I fall to my knees, in prayer, in fasting In
sacrifice and penitence Somehow, you have it in
yourself to reach out and gently lift me To renew me
To claim me as nothing of this world can claim me.
Meet me in the desert, Lord. Claim me anew.
Amen.
The Easter Triduum
The summit of the Liturgical Year is the Easter
Triduum—from the evening of Holy Thursday to the
evening of Easter Sunday. Though chronologically
three days, they are liturgically one day unfolding for
us the unity of Christ’s Paschal Mystery.
The single celebration of the Triduum marks the end
of the Lenten season, and leads to the Mass of the
Resurrection of the Lord at the Easter Vigil.
Holy Thursday-April 1, 2021
Mass of the Lord's Supper
Good Friday-April 2, 2021
Good Friday of the Lord's Passion
Easter Sunday-April 4, 2021
Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord
“Meet Me in the Desert” is a Lenten prayer published by Catholic Relief
Services in 2014.
Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops,
Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

