Saint Michael Church
Est. 1889

The First Italian Parish In Connecticut
Pastor: Rev. Robert P. Roy
Deacon: Norman Singer
Parish Office
9:00am - 1:00pm Monday - Friday
203-562-7178
203-752-0157 fax
smc1889@att.net
stmichaelwoostersquare.org
Weekday and Weekend Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:00am
Saturday vigil—4:00 p.m. Sunday—9:30 a.m.
No mass on Wednesday’s (only during Lent)
Holy Days: 8:00am, 12:10pm, 5:30pm
Confessions: Saturday 3:00pm to 3:30pm

Our Mission Statement
Our parish is open to all people who seek to give
glory to God through the centrality of Jesus Christ in
the Eucharist and in sharing the gifts and traditions
of the Roman Catholic faith. Enlivened by the Holy
Spirit, we strive to create a vibrant, welcoming faith
community for worship, education and outreach to
our neighbors, community, and the Southern Italian
Religious Societies through the Lordship of our
Savior Jesus Christ.

29 Wooster Place, New Haven, CT

The Church of Saint Michael

New Haven, Connecticut
6th Sunday of Easter
May 17, 2020
Today we hear that all who believed in Jesus—Jews, Gentiles,
and Samaritan's alike—were sustained by the presence of the
Holy Spirit in their midst.

ALL WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS
HAVE BEEN
RESCHEDULED FOR 2021
TO RESCHEDULE WEEKDAY MASSES,
CALL THE CHURCH ONCE MASSES
HAVE RESUMED.

In remembrance of those who died,
May they rest in peace.

Sanctuary Lamp
Sunday, May 17, 2020
In Memory of
Trofimena & Fortunato Apicella

In the Gospel reading, which continues Jesus’ farewell
discourse from last Sunday, Jesus tells the disciples about
“another Paraclete” (often translated as “Advocate,”
“Counselor,” or “Comforter”). In John’s Gospel account, Jesus
was the first Advocate, sent form the Father in heaven. Jesus
now reveals the second Advocate to his disciples as he prepares
them for his suffering and death, Resurrection and Ascension.
The Paraclete is “the Spirit of truth” the “ Holy Spirit”, who
represents the continuing presence of Jesus on earth among his
disciples. Jesus assures the disciples, “I will not leave you
orphans,” a promise fulfilled when Jesus ascends into heaven
and the Holy Spirit descends onto the community of believers.
In the First Reading, we hear of Philip’s successful
evangelization among the Samaritans. Luke tells us that Philip
performed signs (exorcising demon - possessed people and
curing those who were paralyzed or crippled). Because of this,
the Samaritans listened to Philip as he “proclaimed Christ to
them” and they were “baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.”
As a result, Peter and John were sent to lay hands on the
Samaritans so that they too would receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit, the Paraclete.

When Peter wrote his first letter to the Gentile churches of Asia
Minor, the gift of the Holy Spirit was a visible sign and a
reason to hope. The same Spirit that brought Jesus to life was
now present in their Gentile communities. Peter saw that the
presence of the Holy Spirit fulfilled what Jesus promised to his
disciples and would not leave them orphans. Jesus remained
fully present to all the Christians.

Weekend of May 10, 2020
Weekly Collection $1243.00

4:00 p.m. Mass Live
Watch the 4:00 p.m. mass live on our Facebook
page: St. Michael Church Wooster Square New
Haven or if you miss the mass you can watch it on
our You Tube channel: St. Michael Church
Wooster Square.

As we face this unpresented worldwide pandemic, by
practice social distancing, as a community of people and of
faith, may we always keep in mind that we are all in this
together and that we need to be there for one another and to
support one another and it is no different with St. Michael’s.
We are here for you! We need to stay in touch and
connected. The weekly bulletin along with other
information
is
available
on
our
web
site,
stmichaelwoostersquare.org, on our Facebook page (St.
Michael Church Wooster Square New Haven, CT) or on You
Tube (St. Michael Church Wooster Square). You can always
contact us by phone at 203-562-7178 or via email
smc1889@att.org
Realizing that the Coronavirus has affected us in many
ways, even financially, I would like to express my sincere
appreciation and gratitude to all the parishioners of St.
Michael’s Church who have remembered St. Michael’s
financially by mailing or dropping off your weekly
envelopes.

6th Sunday of Easter

May 17, 2020

Pastoral Reflections on Ascension Thursday
The months of May and June are usually characterized by commencement ceremonies at various colleges and
universities at which students receive a diploma or degree signifying that they have completed their course of
studies, which now entitles them to go out into the world and work or purse a career in their particular area or
field of studies.
Unfortunately, with the advent of the Coronavirus, graduation ceremonies with the conferral of diplomas and
degrees has changed this year.
But be it as it may, no matter how diplomas and degrees are conferred in person or virtual certainly, graduation
is a time of great joy because it marks a milestone of achievement and accomplishment, of moving forward in life
but it is also marked by a time of sadness because there is a separation that occurs from the friends and
acquaintances that one has made during these academic years.
This Thursday, May 21, we celebrate the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord into heaven and for the apostles of
Jesus this event in their lives could be liken to a commencement, a graduation ceremony because Jesus is
returning to his Father in glory.
For the apostles, Jesus Ascension, meant that their period of training was over, they had graduated so to speak,
and the time had arrived for them to go out to the whole world and proclaim the good news, to all creation, to be
witness of Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection.
Certainly, there was sadness to see Jesus leaving as they stood staring up into the sky, in utter amazement, but
they were soon called back to reality by the two angels who reminded them of their mission. Their mission was
not to stand around looking up to heaven; waiting for something to happen or just waiting for Jesus to return
again in glory at the end of time, but rather in Jesus absence they were to be his messengers, his witnesses
proclaiming the Good News of salvation until Jesus returns in glory.
Jesus had returned to the Father but the apostles still had work to do and so it is the same with us.
Jesus’ return to heaven also fills us also with sadness and joy. Sadness in the sense that it is never easy when
someone leaves us, it is never easy to say ‘good bye’, but also joy in that Jesus’ return to the Father in glory gives
us a glimpse of the great future to which we have been called to by virtue of our baptism provided that we remain
faithful to his teaching in this life for as we pray in the preface of today’s Mass, “Jesus has passed beyond our
sight, not to abandon us but to be our hope, where he has gone we hope to follow.”
As Christians, that is our hope, out joy, our calling, our destination to be with the Lord in heaven for all eternity.

But just as the apostles we reminded not to sand idly by waiting for Jesus’ return in glory, we too have been
commission to proclaim the gospel in our lives until Jesus comes again.
Thursday’s Feast of the Ascension reminds us that all of us are travelers, and pilgrims on an important roadway
to heaven. But because of the many trials and difficulties we do face and encounter along the way, especially in
these uncertain times, we can become unsure at times of where we are going or what is at the end of the road.
The Ascension of Jesus into heaven assures us that there is a purpose for our life and to life and that our journey,
however difficult it may be or get at times, if we are faithful to the Lord and his teachings, will take us back to
the Father. Before this departure, Jesus told his disciples, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in
God have faith also in me… For I go and prepare a place for you so that where I am you also shall be.”
Meanwhile, we live the hope that the words of Jesus will come true for us when he said, “Where I am, you also
shall be.”

Fr. Roy

Weekend of May 17:
“Let all the earth cry out to God with joy!”
The words from today’s psalm are a glorious reminder of the great gift of our faith. As we see the gradual
resumption of daily life, let us thank God for His love and pray for those whose grief and suffering continues.
We are grateful to the many parishioners who have continued to support the parish during these past months.
We encourage you to sign up for online giving and, if possible to make an extra donation to the parish to help us
offset the losses we experienced in recent weeks.
We’re also pleased to report that the Hartford Bishops’ Foundation is serving all the parishes in the Archdiocese
though a special initiative supporting parishes in the Archdiocese. For more information, please visit https://
www.hartfordbishopsfoundation.org/emergency-response-fund.

On Line Giving
Realizing that the Coronavirus has affected us in many ways, even financially, I would like to express my
sincere appreciation and gratitude to all the parishioners of St. Michaels’s Church who have remembered
St. Michael financially by mailing or dropping off your weekly envelopes. We now offer on-line giving
through our website, StMichaelWoosterSquare.org, under the Parish Life tab.

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal
Next weekend is Commitment Weekend! All parishioners will have the opportunity to make a pledge to the 2020
Archbishops Annual Appeal. Please visit the Appeal website at www.archdioceseofhartford.org to learn more or make
your gift today.
All funds contributed to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal are used exclusively for the purposes outlined in the Appeal
literature, which can be found at https://archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal/ No Appeal funds are ever used for legal fees
or settlements.

Please mail me/us a registration form for Saint
Michael Church
Name _____________________________________
Address ___________________________________
___________________________________
Telephone No.______________________________
Send this request to:
Saint Michael Church Office:
29 Wooster Place
New Haven, CT 06511
Or place in offertory basket.

Readings for the week of May 17, 2020
Sunday: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; 1 Peter 3:15-18;
John 14:15-21
Monday: Acts 16:11-15; John 15:26—16:4a
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34; John 16:5-11
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1; John 16:12-15
Thursday: Acts 18:1-8; John 16:16-20
Ascension: Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:17-23;
Matthew 28:16-20
Friday: Acts 18:9-18; John 16:20-23
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28; John 16:23b-28

From the Twitter Account of
Pope Francis
Today we pray for the deceased who
have died because of the pandemic.
They have died alone, without the
caresses of their loved ones. So many
did not even have a funeral. May the
Lord receive them into His glory.

VOCATION REFLECTIONS
May 17th–Sixth Sunday of Easter
If you love me you will keep my commandments … and
my Father will love you and will come to you.” The
Lord shows the way, just ask Him. If you have asked
and are discerning a vocation, contact Fr. Michael
Casey, Director of Vocations, Pastoral Center, phone
860-761-7456, e-mail vocations@aohct.org. or visit the
web at www.hartfordpriest.com.
Food Bank – Each week there is a box in the rectory
entrance to receive donations of non-perishable foods
that are brought to the Saint Ann Church Food Bank
in Hamden. (PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE OPEN
AND EXPIRED FOOD). Your donation of these
items are appreciated greatly by those who receive
them. Please consider bringing one or two nonperishable items per month as a way of fulfilling the
Corporal Work of Mercy, To Feed the Hungry.

