Saint Michael Church
Est. 1889

The First Italian Parish In Connecticut
Pastor: Rev. Robert P. Roy
Deacon: Norman Singer
Parish Office
9:00am - 1:00pm Monday - Friday
203-562-7178
203-752-0157 fax
smc1889@att.net
stmichaelwoostersquare.org
Weekday and Weekend Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:00am
Saturday vigil—4:00 p.m. Sunday—9:30 a.m.
No mass on Wednesday’s (only during Lent)
Holy Days: 8:00am, 12:10pm, 5:30pm
Confessions: Saturday 3:00pm to 3:30pm

Our Mission Statement
Our parish is open to all people who seek to give
glory to God through the centrality of Jesus Christ in
the Eucharist and in sharing the gifts and traditions
of the Roman Catholic faith. Enlivened by the Holy
Spirit, we strive to create a vibrant, welcoming faith
community for worship, education and outreach to
our neighbors, community, and the Southern Italian
Religious Societies through the Lordship of our
Savior Jesus Christ.

29 Wooster Place, New Haven, CT

The Church of Saint Michael

New Haven, Connecticut
Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 14, 2021

Saturday, March 13th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Andrew & Philomena Esposito, req. by
Anne & Rocco Candela & family
Sunday, March 14th, 4th Sunday of Lent
9:30 a.m. - San Antonio Abate, req. by Devotees
Monday, March 15th, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. – Gods grace and blessings, req by
Anastasio family
Tuesday, March 16th, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. Wednesday, March 17th, Lenten Weekday
12:10 p.m. Thursday, March 18th, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m.– Joseph Vissicchio, req. by Pasquale &
Kathy
Friday, March 19th, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. - Joseph Vissicchio, req. by Pasquale &
Kathy
Saturday, March 20th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Louis Amendola, req. by Mary
Florenzano
Sunday, March 21st, 5th Sunday of Lent
9:30 a.m. - Judy Minichino, req. by husband &
family

Sanctuary Lamp
Sunday, March 7, 2021
In Memory of
Deceased Members of St. Michael Parish

Today’s Chronicles reading tersely ends the sorrowful story
of Judah’s disobedience toward God. For the writer, the
exile to Babylon was a natural outcome of grievous sin. He
was heir to the viewpoint: “If you obey God’s
commandments, you will prosper. If not, you will Perish”.
In this way the writers explained Israel and Judah’s
respective defeats by foreign powers as acts of divine justice
that had been foretold. In today’s text, we can hear the
priests’ concern that the rituals associates with the code of
holiness could no longer be performed. This is reflected in
the report of the fiery destruction of the Temple and its
vessels and the interpretation of the seventy years of exile as
a Sabbath rest for the land. But suddenly the divine sun
shines through the storm clouds of the exile when Cyrus
proclaims the release of the captives; the people are freed to
return to their land, to rebuild their temple, and to restore
their spiritual fortunes. For the haggard exiles, the decree
was an unimaginable grace, lavish and unexpected, and
unparalleled act of Divine Mercy.
Imagining the beneficence of a new king and the state of
returning exiles gives us a perspective on the cornucopia of
theological language of Ephesians. The Good News is the
proclamation of favor issued by a powerful ruler and
generous patron, “rich in mercy”, with “immeasurable
riches of grace” that are continually dispensed to the
subjects. This generosity is beyond all measure, “far more
that we can ask or imagine”, even when we were like the
exiles, victims of our own disobedience, “dead through our
trespasses and sins”. This “kindness” is massively out of
proportion to what we might have expected. Clearly, this
situation is one of our doing but the result of God’s
unlimited favor. In Christian language, it is “grace,” which
excludes all boasting and spiritual preening.

In remembrance of those who died,
David D’Argento, Joseph Perrelli &
Henry Gigantino
May they rest in peace.
Weekend of March 7 2021
Weekly Collection $ 3422.00
Monthly Collection $ 508.00
One Collection This Week
Weekly Collection
One Collections Next Week
Weekly Collection

Readings for the week of March 14, 2021
Sunday: 2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23; Ephesians
2:4-10; John 3:14-21 or 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 1013a; Eph 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17,
34-38
Monday: Isaiah 65:17-21; John 4:43-54
Tuesday: Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12; John 5:1-16
Wednesday: Isaiah 49:8-15; John 5:17-30
Thursday: Exodus 32:7-14; John 5:31-47
Friday: 2 Samuel 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Romans 4:13,
16-18, 22; Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Luke 2:41
-51a
Saturday: Jeremiah 11:18-20; John 7:40-53

PASTORAL REFLECTIONS
4th Sunday of Lent
Laetare Sunday
“Rejoice!” I say it again, “Rejoice!” On this Fourth Sunday of Lent, traditionally also known as
“Laetare Sunday”, from the first word of the Entrance Antiphon of today’s Mass, the Church asks us as
Christians to “Rejoice” because of our “joyful anticipation of the Easter mystery.” 2021 Ordo pg, 81. We
“rejoice” because we are more than half way through our Lenten observance, with the celebration of the
Resurrection of the Lord just a little over two weeks away. And so, we are asked to “rejoice.”
As we continue our “journey to newness of live” which we will celebrate at Easter, in today’s gospel by
St. John, “Jesus says to Nicodemus: ‘Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.’” … “For God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might
be saved through him.”
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son…” Certainly, this makes perfect sense because St.
John also tells us that “God is Love!” In saying this, St John is essentially declaring and proclaiming is
that love is the essences of who and what God is that God is love itself. This essence of God, being love, is
made clear and manifested not only in the act of creation but also in the act of salvation. What we see in
the act of creation is God’s love spilling over and giving life, creating life. By creating us in his own
image and likeness, God has shared his life and love with us; and after he was done with creation, the
scriptures tell us that “God looked upon all he had created and found it to be very good.”
If we as human beings are the “crown of God’s creation” and God created us out of love to share his life
and love with us, then it would make sense that when Adam and Eve thwarted God’s plan through the
original sin would not God, out of love for us and his creation, have intervened to help us? He could have
said to Adam and Eve, “by your disobedience, you have made your own bed now lay in it. Would God
just leave his creation alone to suffer the consequences of our sins? If God created us to share our life and
love with him, then it would only make perfect sense that out of love he would redeem us. “For God so
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but
might have eternal life.”
It is precisely this mystery of God’s love for the world, the sending of his only Son for our salvation, that
we celebrate throughout Holy Week starting with Palm Sunday, which recalls Jesus triumphal entry into
Jerusalem, and culminates on Easter Sunday with his triumph over sin and death. It is precisely because of
this love that Jesus raises from the dead on the first day of the week, just about dawn, because in the
resurrection of Jesus from the dead we have been created anew, and a new way of life and live has dawned
upon us. As we read in the Book of Revelation, “The old order (of sin and death) has passed away and all
is made anew.” That “newness of life” is given to us who believe that we “might not perish but might
have eternal life.”
So, as we draw closer to the center and heart of our faith, that is the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, let
us truly “rejoice” for God has created all things new.
Fr. Roy

Happy St. Patrick’s & St. Joseph’s Day to one and all.

4th Sunday of Lent
LENT 2021

“Return to the Lord with all your heart”
(Joel 2:12)
Lenten Daily Mass
8:00 AM on
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
12:10 PM Mass on Wednesday.
Stations of the Cross and Benediction
Friday – 7:00 PM

Question of the Week
How does the undeserved mercy God shows me
inform the way I treat those who have wronged me
or those whom I see as sinners?

On Line Giving
Realizing that the Coronavirus has affected us in
many ways, even financially, I would like to
express my sincere appreciation and gratitude to
all the parishioners of St. Michaels’s Church
who have remembered St. Michael financially
by mailing or dropping off your weekly
envelopes. We now offer on-line giving through
our website, StMichaelWoosterSquare.org,
under the Parish Life tab.

Easter Flowers
Remember your loved ones with a memorial of
flowers as we beautify our church this Easter.
List the names of those to be remembered and
enclose it with your donation. $10.00 PER NAME
In memory of: ____________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Requested by: _____________________________
Telephone number: ________________________

March 14, 2021
From the Twitter Account of
Pope Francis
Lent is a journey that involves our
whole life, our entire being. It is a
time to reconsider the path we are
taking, to find the route that leads
us home and to rediscover our
profound relationship with God,
on whom everything depends.

VOCATION REFLECTIONS
March 14, 2021: Laetare Sunday
(Fourth Sunday of Lent)
The Israelites turned away from God and spurned His
commandments. Jerusalem was destroyed and the
survivors became slaves. In His mercy and grace, He
later provided a way back. He so loved the world that
He gave us His Son that we may turn away from the
darkness of sin, turn to the Light, and have eternal life.
Are you being called to share the joy of this Good
News with others as a priest, deacon, or in religious
life? Come and see. Call Father Michael Casey,
Director of Vocations, 860-761-7456, or visit
www.hartfordpriest.com.
Food Bank – Each week there is a box in the rectory
entrance to receive donations of non-perishable foods
that are brought to the Saint Ann Church Food Bank
in Hamden. (PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE OPEN
AND EXPIRED FOOD). Your donation of these
items are appreciated greatly by those who receive
them. Please consider bringing one or two nonperishable items per month as a way of fulfilling the
Corporal Work of Mercy, To Feed the Hungry.

Please mail me/us a registration form for Saint
Michael Church
Name _________________________________
Address _______________________________
___________________________________
Telephone No.____________________________
Send this request to:
Saint Michael Church Office:
29 Wooster Place
New Haven, CT 06511
Or place in offertory basket.

The Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 14, 2021
The Fourth Sunday of Lent is the midpoint and
known as Laetare Sunday. Laetare means
“rejoice” and the Church expresses hope and joy
in the middle of our penitential Lenten practices.
Catholic Relief Services Collection

This weekend, we will take up The Catholic
Relief Services Collection. Please prayerfully
consider supporting this collection at Mass!
#JesusInDisguise#1church1mission
www.usccb.org/catholic-relief
Solemnity of Saint Joseph, husband of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

In celebration of the Year of St. Joseph, we pray
today for all fathers, that through the example of
St. Joseph, they may fully embrace their vocation
and accept the privilege and responsibility of
caring for their children as St. Joseph cared for
Jesus.
The Year of the Family

Today marks the fifth anniversary of the
Apostolic Exhortation Amoris laetitia, on the joy
and beauty of familial love. Pope Francis
announced the Year of Amoris Laetitia, which
will conclude on with the X World Meeting of
Families in Rome on June 26, 2022.
We pray for each of you and your families!
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